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Thank you, Doug.

I’m very pleased to be a part of this event tonight.

When I get home late tonight, I will have become “cooler” in the eyes of my two daughters because I’ve met Miss America and Miss Ohio representing the Buckeye state where we now live, as well as the other state contestants. 

I’m very pleased to have been given this opportunity to support an important cause and terrific organization—Fight Crime: Invest in Kids.  

Fight Crime is working with great success to ensure that the well-being of America’s children is front and center for policy makers and that children’s issues are part of the public debate on our country’s future.  Fight Crime plays a unique role because its members are from law enforcement.  As a result, Fight Crime adds an important voice to the debate, a voice that cuts across party lines. 
This is Fight Crime’s first annual awards gala.  I know I’m speaking for Sandy Newman and everyone at Fight Crime when I say how grateful we are for your support this evening.  

I was introduced to Sandy and Fight Crime by Mike Bailin of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, a friend and one of the most respected and innovative thinkers in terms of effective philanthropy and children’s issues. And the more I get to know Sandy and his team through our work with Venture Philanthropy Partners, the more we are impressed with how effective they have been in advocating for sound investment of public dollars in our children. 

They have played a leading role in helping to expand and improve afterschool programs nationally, have advocated for Headstart, pre-kindergarten, and early childhood education programs, and more recently have begun to contribute to child abuse prevention efforts.
Why do I care so much about children?  Well, like many of you here this evening, we have three children of our own and are concerned about their future and the kind of world they will inherit.

And, I hope I’m an example of how investing in kids pays off.  I grew up in a “working-class” neighborhood in Cleveland, Ohio, back in the 1950s and 60s—think of the movie American Graffiti and come down one notch economically.  Our family was, perhaps, poor in money, but we were rich in everything else. Although we lived in a tough neighborhood, we had enormous support—playgrounds, ball fields, good neighbors, great teachers, coaches who were mentors, and, most important, close families.  

And even with that support, there were still too many dumb tragedies—fights, gangs, injustices, and too many kids who didn’t make it.  Yet, it was a far cry from today’s harsh urban and rural settings for kids.  Kids are the same, but the world around them has changed so radically.

If you go back to my old neighborhood, a young boy or girl with the same intelligence and the same good family doesn't have anywhere near the chance I did. At the core of the change is the loss of economic opportunities.  The relatively higher paying blue-collar jobs in the steel mills, auto plants, and refineries are gone. The stores are boarded up, the recreation center is shut down, and the playgrounds are empty lots, at best.  

My neighborhood was tough, but it was nirvana compared to what kids face today: neighborhoods that are shells, very limited opportunities, and a prevailing culture of violence.  

A Washington Post article a few years ago reported a killing in the city.  There was a picture of a young girl, 11 years old, with her communion dress lying on the bed.  This little girl said that she kept the dress to wear for her funeral.  What a feeling of hopelessness for an 11-year-old to have. 

And around the same time, was the story of a little four-year-old boy who pulled the fire alarm late one night in the low-income apartment building in which he lived in Northern Virginia.  When the fire trucks arrived, there was no fire.  The little boy was so hungry and desperate that he pulled the alarm as a last resort to get help!

Somewhere, somehow in the last 30-50 years, we’ve let the situation for children erode.

While we are facing a war on terrorism globally, we are facing a battle for our children’s future right here in America.  We say that children are our most important resource, but we don’t put our minds and our money where our mouths are.   

If we did, would we have almost one in five, or 12.1 million children nationwide, living in poverty?

Would we have more than 9.2 million children under the age of 19 without health insurance, with nearly 90 percent of them in working families?

Would we have almost three million children who are reported abused or neglected each year in the US?
We are seeing dramatic cutbacks in federal, state, and local government funding for programs that have shown promise in helping to give kids the healthy start and support they need in life. When cash-starved governments look for places to cut dollars, children’s programs are often the first to fall under the knife. 

Why is this?  

· Because children’s issues are not front and center in the mind of the public as they are not as obvious as a slow line at a motor vehicle office or a congested highway 

· Because there is a lack of sound research and education informing our public awareness and our policy makers that cuts across partisan lines

· Because children don’t have powerful lobbying arms representing their interests and telling their stories in Washington and in statehouses across the country – there is no AARP for kids!

· And, because kids don’t vote, they have no political voice!

The debate about serving the needs of America’s children must be reframed as a national priority that is every bit as important as the national focus on fighting cancer, reforming healthcare, and protecting the environment.  

This is why Fight Crime’s mission, its sound research to educate and inform our policy makers, and their bi-partisan approach is so important.  And, why our help tonight is so important to them.

No one questions that difficult economic and political decisions have to be made, nor that many existing programs could be much more effective.  The answer isn’t to reduce our investment in children.  Nor can we assume the answer lies in private giving and philanthropy.   In fact, we must increase our investment in children, but we must  ensure its effective use.  We must find ways to better distribute funding to organizations doing the best work to help children and families.  And we must do more to invest in strengthening our communities and nonprofits and instill greater accountability for results.  

In a recent workshop we conducted to focus on the funding crisis facing community-based organizations serving children, one comment in particular struck me.  A public official challenged our position stating “that we were tilting at windmills until we realized that the situation for children requires a fundamental reframing of public policy for working poor families and families in poverty in America.”   

Our work at Venture Philanthropy Partners is giving us a front-row seat to this and other challenges.  We are privileged to work with some of the most creative and innovative human services organizations helping children here in the National Capital Region.  As engaged investors in these organizations, we’ve gained a great appreciation for how the leaders of these organizations have first-hand knowledge of the needs of the children and families in their communities and have developed workable approaches to address those needs.   Yet their efforts are greatly hindered by the lack of effective information and research to support their actions.  And even more telling is the lack of support to encourage these leaders to mobilize the voices of the families and neighborhoods and to have their voices reach policy makers and funders.

America needs a common vision for our children’s future—for all of our children.  

We have to find ways for those with the knowledge and experience in helping children to collectively raise their voice and ensure that it is heard loudly and clearly in Washington and across the country.  

Our country has the will to make change.  We have seen effective movements take on critical issues such as our environment, debilitating diseases, and anti-tobacco initiatives.  These movements have been successful in capturing the public’s attention and then shaping public policy that brings about fundamental changes in behavior and attitudes. 

What is needed now is a movement to mobilize public attitudes and policies to bring about sweeping change for children.  The time is now.  Our children, our future cannot wait.  

Again, thank you all for your support this evening.
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